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Mr. Crane Fell in Love 
A folktale from Bali, Indonesia, retold by Made Taro and Gede Tarmada 

 
Mr. Crane fell in love with Miss Finch, but he didn’t dare to express his 

feeling to Miss Finch. He proposed Miss Finch through a bird courier named 
Cetrung.  Miss Finch rejected his proposal. However, as Miss Finch didn’t want to 
disappoint Cetrung, Miss Finch accepted the proposal under three conditions. 

First, Mr. Crane must cut his legs off; second, Mr. Crane must cut his wings 
off; and third Mr. Crane must cut his beak off. Cetrung delivered the conditions to 
Mr. Crane. Because of his strong love for Miss Finch, Mr. Crane agreed to follow 
Miss Finch’s conditions. He cut off his legs; he cut off his wings; and he cut off his 
beak. Then, Cetrung went to tell Miss Finch that Mr. Crane was ready to get 
married to Miss Finch. Miss Finch told Cetrung to tell Mr. Crane to come fetch her 
from her house in a carriage accompanied by musical orchestra. After Cetrung told 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Crane agreed to go fetch Miss Finch from her house in a carriage 
accompanied by musical orchestra. Once the carriage arrived, Miss Finch came out 
and spoke to Mr. Crane.  “Mr. Crane, I did not love you when you were a perfect 
bird. Now you can’t stand; you can’t fly; and you can’t even talk. How can I love 
you?” So, the story ended sadly for Mr. Crane who was too much in love that he 
did not think carefully about what he did and about the consequences of his 
actions. 
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Directions:  Re-arrange the following sentences into the correct story. 
 
_______1. Then, Cetrung went to tell Miss Finch that Mr. Crane was ready to get  
        married to Miss Finch. 
_______2. First, Mr Crane must cut his legs, second, Mr Crane must cut his wings off 
        and third Mr. Crane must eat his beak off. 
_______3. Mr. Crane fell in love with Miss Finch, but he didn’t dare to express his  
       feeling to Miss Finch. 
_______4. Miss Finch told Cetrung to tell Mr. Crane to come fetch her from her house. 
_______5. Cetrung delivered the conditions to Mr. Crane. Onditions.cBecause of his                    
        strong loved for Miss Finch, Mr. Crane agreed to follow Miss Finch’s. 
_______6. He proposed Miss Finch through a bird COURIER named Cetrung. Miss Finch 
       didn’t love Mr. Crane but she didn’t to disappoint Cetrung, Miss Finch          
        accepted the proposal under three conditions.  
_______7. After Cetrung told Mr. Crane, Mr Crane agreed to go fetch Miss Finch from  
      her house in a carriage accompanied by musical orchestra.  
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Directions: Read the passage. Then answer the following questions. 
 
1. What was the title of this story? 
   _____________________________________ 
2. What was the story about? 
  ______________________________________ 
3. Whom did Mr. Crane fell in love? 
  ______________________________________ 
4. Did Miss Finch love Mr. Crane? Why? 
  ______________________________________ 
5. How many conditions did Miss Finch ask Mr. Crane to do? What were they? 
  _____________________________________ 
6. Who was a bird courier? 
  _____________________________________ 
7. Did Miss Finch love Cetrung? 
 _____________________________________ 
8. What was Miss Finch like? 
_____________________________________ 
9. What was Mr. Crane like? 
_____________________________________ 
10. What happened at the end of the story? 
____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 


