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Do NOT do that!

Directions: Listen to the audio track and write the name of countries in the boxes. Put v in

front of the sentences you should/have to do or put X in front of the sentences

you shouldn’t/ don’t have to do.

Wear yellow dresses.

Point at things or person with a forefinger.

Give or receive business cards with
two hands.

Wear shoes and socks in the temple.

Eye contact all the time.

Point at things with lips.

Give a present to the host if you pack

things from his/her house.

3.
8.
Eat with hands. No spoon.
Give things to people with left hand. Be at the left hand side on an
escalator.
4, 9
Give people a perfume as a gift. Take photos of the government’s
Wear “Sarongs” to contact building.
the government offices. Take a photo of three persons.
5 10.

Only use a right hand to eat.

Greeting with a “Wai”
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Sometimes what you do in your country might not be wrong but if you do the same thing
in other countries, it might be impolite or disrespectful. Here are some different cultural taboos
the in ASEAN Community.

In Brunei Darussalam, you shouldn’t wear yellow clothes. Because it’s the color of the
King. Moreover, don’t point to any person with your forefinger but instead use your thumb instead.

When you go to Cambodia, you shouldn’t stare at anyone, eye contact for too long is
disrespectful to people.

People normally don’t use spoons to eat in Indonesia, they eat barehanded.

In Laos, women have to wear “Sarongs”, the national clothing, when you go to contact the
government officers. Another thing you don’t do in Laos is give perfume as a gift.

You should practice eating right handed if you want to go to Malaysia.

In Myanmar, giving business cards with two hands is what you should do to be polite.
However, what you shouldn’t do is wear socks and shoes in the temple.

It’s weird to point at things without hands or fingers. But if you want to visit the
Philippines, you should point at things with your lips.

In Singapore, you should be on the left hand side when you’re on the escalator.

In Vietnam, a big rule is don’t take photos of any buildings of the government and also
don’t take photos in groups of three. It’s believed that if you do so, there is one person in the
picture who will die.

Thailand, is really well known as the land of smiles. And people greet each other with a

l(\/\/ai”



