
 
1. According to the passage, which of the following CANNOT be recycled? 

a. fleece jackets 
b. paper 
c. tires 
d. batteries 

2. The passage describes the problem of too much trash. Which of the following is one solution 
that is described in this text? 

a. taking trash to landfills 
b. throwing away 4½ pounds of trash a day 
c. buying recycled products 
d. raising worms and bugs 

3. It can be inferred from the passage that 
a. most people recycle their bottles and cans 
b. some people do not try to make less trash 
c. everyone knows how to make a compost pile 
d. no one likes to buy recycled products 

4. Read the following sentence: “Many products are made from recycled materials.” 
In this sentence, the word product most nearly means 

a. something that is made 
b. something that is thrown away 
c. something that is recycled 
d. something that is used 

5. What is another good title for this passage? 
a. What to Recycle 
b. Visiting a Landfill 
c. How to Make a Compost Pile 
d. Solutions to Our Trash Problem 
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 Directions: Read the passage and complete the sentences. 
 

Too Much Trash! 
 

 What do bottles, cans, paper, and tries have in common? They all end up as garbage. 
In the late 2000s and early 2010s, each American threw away about 4 pounds of trash every 
day. That adds up to more than 1,600 pounds per person in one year!  

Most of our trash ends up in landfills. Those are places where people dump trash.  
The rest of the trash gets recycled. When something is recycled, it is made into something 
new.  

Many people have been working to solve the trash problem. One plan is known as 
“zero waste.” Its goal is to teach people to make less trash. The plan is being used in schools, 
companies, national parks, and restaurants. Here are some ways that the plan is being put 
into action. 
 
(Taken from ReadWorks.org; http:// www.troup.org)  
 

1. 2000s – 2010s is the time of American _______________. 
2. 4 is ______________________ each American throws away each day. 
3. 1,600 is the amount of garbage each American throw away ______________. 
4. Some garbage ________________ and made something new. 
5. Zero waste means is __________________ in the schools, companies, national 

parks, and restaurants 
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