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_Gmﬂlft Oigamzers are visual frames used to represent and organize learning
information. Graphic organizers engage students’ visual intelligence, stretch stu-
dents’ thinking skills, and promote active learning. We may use graphic organiz-
ers to plan lessons, units, and present. information to our students. This
SW explores the rationale for using graphic organizers, provides ideas
for use in your classroom, and illustrates over 30 graphic organizers to trans-
form your class into a visual think tank!

Ideas and Activities for My Class

+ Presentations - On the board or overhead, * Find My Rule - This is a fun, cooperative
display a filled-in graphic organizer relating ~ logic activity that works with numerous or-
to the topic as you teach. Alternatively, fill in ~ ganizers across the curriculum. Draw an
a graphic organizer as you teach. Encourage ~ organizer on the board. A math example:
students to use Mind Maps and other orga-  Draw two category boxes. Add a symmetri-

nizers for visual note-taking and as visual aids cal shape to one Box 1 and an asymmetrical
in their own presentations. shape to Box 2. Have students discuss why
the shapes belong in different categories.
» Cooperative Learning - Graphic organizersare ~ Continue to add items, until a team thinks
excellent for cooperative learning. Have stu-  they know the rule. Teams show they know
dents work in pairs or in teams to fill in or the rule by C?”“‘l)’ add_mg the next items
create their organizers. Have students take  to the organizers. Continue adding items
turns so no single student does all the work  until all teams have “found your rule:
and/or have each student use a different col- > . )
ored marker to tell at a glance that everyone * Prewriting - Have students fill in a graphic
is contributing. One favorite method is to ~ organizer before they write an essay, story,
have teams brainstorm ideas, organize them  OF steps, or as they prepare a presentation.
in their own frame, then share and compare The graphic organizer depends on the con;
their organizers with other teams. tent. For example, for a compare & contrast
essay, use a Venn Diagram; for writing in-

+ Reflection and Assessment - After an activity, structions, use a Step Chart.

lesson or unit, have students create graphic . , )
. ize and reflect on what  * Bulletin Boards & Pisplays - On the bulletin
i T board, post the many types of organizers;

they learned. Mind Maps work especially well oard : PeiOr O
for)t,aig concepts. Collegt students’ organizers hxghh’ght aspecific organizer; or display stu-
to authentically assess their learning. dents’ completed organizers on any topic.

Higher-Level Thinking

Graphic organizers expand many facets of
dents’ higher-level thinking skills includ
analyzing, synthesizing, evaluating, rela
and developing concepts, categorizing,
quencing, and comparing & contrasting.

Comprehension

Using graphic organizers helps students
ter understand the learning material. Stud
make content connections, and can see |
the information is related.

Memory

Graphic organizers facilitate long-term re
tion of information. Information in orga
ers is presented in short, easy-to-remembe
sual cues rather than long cumbersome 1
Students remember more of what they see
draw than what they hear and write.

Brain-Based Learning

Our brains process and store information
uniform fashion. We strive to make sense
of information, and search for patterns anc
ganization. Graphic organizers promote br
compatible learning.

Muktiple Intelligences

Graphic organizers strongly engage four i1
ligences simultaneously:
* Verbal/Linguistic - Students select
words and phrases for their organizers
* Logical/Mathewmatical - Organizers o
deal with hierarchy, sequence, part/w
relationships, concept development,
cycles — all logical processes.
* Visual/Spatial - The learning material i
ganized in a visual format.
* Naturalist - Different graphic organ
engage different facets of the naturalis
telligence, such as: categorizing, classify
sequencing, attention to attributes, com
ing & contrasting.

Language Learning & ESL
Information is presented visually rather
verbally which helps limited English profic
students grasp basic concepts. ’

© 1998 Kagan Cooperative Lear
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- ¢:Aréa, Yolume

'l »Decimals

* Degree of Angle

o Fractions ..

. o Length

e . *Mohey

: K. Nuriber Lins

. b M | o:Number of Sldes

R ) 71 I R *Numerical Order
; b A ¢0rdcrof0pemdon

Tenth Ninth P Eighth F+ Seventh f= Sixth |J ;OrinalSequence

[ ¢ Percents
v ¢.Roman Numa:b

" +'5taps of Problem Sowing
«Time

Ladder cyc Graph gt

Event |
g { Topic \__
{ Event Event

Line Graphs

: Time Line & Number Line -
1910 1920 1930 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

e A T T e

L. le Ll L L ,g,.,l__" Wl_.,”.LJ
FEETUET Continuo J
Cartoon & Picture Strip

“[Picture 1 Picture 2 | Picture 3 | Picture 4 | Picture 5
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our class mto a wsual think tank!

fGOWl are, eo vast Ideas for Compare/Contrast
s St b G Organizers
e e : Math Social Studies
* Addition/Subtraction * Articles of Conf
* Acute/Obtuse Constitution
* Concave/Convex * Careers
¢ Fractions/Decimals - * Cultures
* Metric/ Inch-Pound * Historical Events |
* Multiplication/Division » Judicial
A * V/Executive/Legisiative
* Symmetrical/Asymmetrical  Branches
* Presidents

iR g .Lfmage Arts @ * StatelFders
& * Book/Movie

: o Business/Friendly Letter - Science
B ¢ Characters in Same Book * Animals
Not A or B * Characters in Different Books » Fruits/Vegetables
* Fairy Tales * Solids/Liquid/Gas
* Stories s Yitamins

‘Comparison Charts

-Same | Different Item 1 I Item 2

Contrast
with repardjo
Characteristic 1

Compare

with regardjo
Characteristic 1

| |
‘—IC_MF:C'E?EtiJ'_ _(Cha;?c??r‘ﬁtic 2 ]—
—{ Charactersstic 3 | —{ Characterstic 3 |—f—] Characrersstic 3 [—

with
Charac'?e";f;tic 1

itk regardje
Characieristic 2

T-Chart ' Cowpare or Contrast Chart Cowpare § Contrast Chart

Ideas for Concept Pevelopment
& Organizers
“Word Web o N
Ol' en o
Tastes . fluncn:‘::‘: D
: g::{:uo"’ (% +)
Where Feels * Place Value
: 1F}'obabll'rr,y
oesd - | Topic When Smells MY Social Studie
Langol.:;agbee Arts g:rr:frra
Subtopic Why Sounds «bo ;’w o, Sty 05::;::: Event
ol 0“} 3 . 'ﬁ_:en;_vlr;; . al'otodcal Event
5W Chart Senses Chart P et N
b
: cience
co"cep‘r Map Know | Wonder | Learned :m:‘kl.m :\?!:u
& | *Oindrs.
< ¢ * Electricity
. : :unh
e
* Rainforest
* Seas
4 Know-Wonder-Learned Chart T '
_ . 1(800) WEE CO-O}
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:»| Positive

j or or
.| Like | Dislike [
: or or i

- |_Agree Dlsagree _.:
“Plus/Minos T-Chart

Scales

.........

Embedded Concepts
or Objects

Ideas for Categorize/Classify
Organizers |, ..

% Langu age Arts :2;‘.’:'
. » Common Nouns, Proper Nouns o Factor Tree
* End Marks Xa © Qdd/Even Numbers
¢ Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs
»\ Phonstic :gﬁuar;’ Up/Round Down
Science
¢ Birds, Mammals, Reptiles, Amphibians, Fish
* Camivores, Hcrhvores. Omnivores
< Faota Beana. B Baa
. - * Pasta, Beans, Buttons, Nuts, Screws
Topic * Plants, Trees, Flowers
T - Social Studies | 1onomy
: ‘2 3 5 : ;—:::Ig Ston » Things That Walk, Fly, Swim
A * Miltary Rank ® Travel by Air, Land, Sea
* North of, South of, East of, West of
* Social Stratification
Al A2 Bl B2 * WWI/ WWII, Vietnam War/Korean War
Topic
1
2
3

Wl el ==l

Wa991994 : https://www.kaganonline.com/catalog/smartcards.php
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