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How to Make Requests and
Permission in English.

Learn to Use “Can” 
for Permission and 
Requests in English.



Asking for permission การขออนุญาต
We use “can” in these ways:

– to ask for something.

– to ask to do something.

– to ask other people to do things for us.



Can I open the window in here?

Of course.



Can you help, me?

Certainly!



To be polite in English, 
you can add “please” 

at the end of a question
asking someone to do 
something for you:



Can I borrow your cell phone, please?

Sure.



Can I use this computer?

Could I use your umbrella?

Can I use your telephone for a minute?

Could I borrow some money from you, please?



Can / Could / May + I, We + V.1 + please?

- Can I borrow your pencil, please?

- Could I borrow your pencil, please?

- May I borrow your pencil, please?



Response: Agree to permission

การตอบรับการขออนุญาต Sure.
Certainly. 
All right. 

Of course.



Response: Decline permission 

การปฏิเสธการขออนุญาต

Sorry, I’m using it at the moment.

I’m sorry. But I have to use it today.

I’m sorry. I haven’t got any.



I’m sorry, 
I wish I could,            but I’m very busy.
I’d like to,
I’m afraid I can’t.

Response: Decline permission 

การปฏิเสธการขออนุญาต



Asking for request การขอร้อง
A request is asking for help from someone. 

Can / Could / + you + V.1 + please?
กรุณา ...... หน่อยได้ไหมครับ/ค่ะ



Could you do me a favor, please?

กรุณาช่วยผมหน่อยได้ไหมครับ 

Could you give me a hand, please?



Can you turn on the radio, please?

Could you tell me the time, please?

Could you clean up the room for me, please?



เรื่อง Can I borrow your pen? 

ใบงานที่ 22.1

(สามารถดาวน์โหลดใบงานได้ที่ www.dltv.ac.th รายวิชาภาษาอังกฤษ ชั้นมัธยมศึกษาปีที่ 1)



Write “P” for permission or “R” for request.

1. Can you pass me the paper, please? ……..
2. Can I play in the classroom? ……..
3. Can I go out for lunch now? ……..
4. May I borrow your pen, please? ……..
5. Can I use your mobile phone? ……..
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2. Asking for help for someone.

Class activity
1. Choose a picture and work in pairs.

3. Asking someone for permission to do something.



Student A: Can I use the 
computer?

Example

Student B: Yes, of course.



Pictures

Skirt Pleated Dress


