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People around the world celebrate the New Year in different ways. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

In the United States, people join parties, 

watch fireworks, and count down in Times 

Square. At midnight, they kiss loved ones and 

make New Year’s resolutions. 

 

In Japan, families 

clean their homes 

before the new year. 

They visit temples at 

midnight and ring  a 

bell 108 times. They eat 

special food like mochi 

and osechi. 

In Thailand, people 

celebrate two New Years—

on January 1st and in April 

during Songkran. People visit 

temples and have fun water 

fights. 

 

In  China,  Lunar  New 

Year is very important. 

Fami l ie s  put  up red 

d e c o r a t i o n s ,  l i g h t 

firecrackers, and give 

red  enve lopes  w i th 

money to children. 

 

In Spain, people eat 12 

grapes at midnight—one 

for each month—to bring 

good luck. 

 
All over the world, people 

celebrate the New Year 

with joy, fun, and hope. 

 


