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The Famous Irish Rock Band 
Instructions: Read the passage about U2 and answer the questions at the teacher.  

In 1978 four friends at a high school in Dublin won a local music competition. Eighteen 
months later in September 1979, they released their first record. It was a big hit. Today, the 
Irish rock band U2 is one of the most successful supergroups of all time. Thanks to songs like 
“With or Without You” and “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking for”, they are famous all 
over the world. 

They have sold more than 100 million albums worldwide. They have performed in 
front of millions of people and their live concerts are always a huge success. They have won 
numerous music awards, including 14 Grammy Awards. They have also written songs for 
Hollywood films, for example, Batman Forever, Goldeneye and Mission Impossible 2. 

Their lead singer is Paul Hewson, known as Bono. Q Magazine has called him “the 
most powerful man in music”. Bono has used his fame to campaign for international human 
rights and to fight AIDS in Africa. 

 

Instructions: Read the text again then answer the questions. 
1. How did U2 begin their music career? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. How long have they been famous? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3. Are their concerts usually popular? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
4. Can you hear their music at the cinema? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
5. What sorts of campaigns has Bono supported? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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1. How did U2 begin their music career? 
They won a local music competition. 
2. How long have they been famous? 
They have been famous for 25 years. 
3. Are their concerts usually popular? 
Yes, they are.  
4. Can you hear their music at the cinema? 
Yes, I/we can.  
5. What sorts of campaigns has Bono supported? 
He has supported campaigns for international human rights and to fight AIDS in Africa. 

 
 
 
 


