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MARITIME LAW.
) W retura to Mr. Cobden’s letter, as we promised lsst week. It
% not & question of the day only that he discusses, but one of vast
futare importance to Bogland azd the world,—one which carries us

back to the origin of our maval power, and forward to the question,
how long we are to retain it.

It was somewhat illiberal of our ascestors, vo doubt, but they |
seem fo bave thought that the sta belonged to them. Their blood |

and their pesition together made them maritime, and their commerce

and navy spraog out of the same roof. They fired on a-foreign man-"

of-war if she did nol sirike her topsails to an Eaglish oae;
they would mot allow the Dutch to share in the whale-fishing
was in vain thet the erudite Groties arguwed that the ocean was
rally free—the erudite Selden maintained that it was not ;
satisfaction was to be had. The ses, said & Fronch writer, «
the controversy (in 1618), belongs to the stromg.  Accer
fought the question out with every mation that had a n
and we still maintained our theory.)
what damaged our presfige. It
ping aod searching their vessels ;
was, “Free Trade and Satlors’
vietory ; but this is, of course,
beaten—principally owing to our
skips of any kind cat, fitted any »
manzed and uwnder armed, were sent to combat th
people of our own race,—oftea belped, too, by
for (Admiralty sgain!) we had masaged to do

in senfiment allo-
itan. The Russian
¥ So, when the Paris

p with comparative in.
difference i~

£
1. That Bagh ™ 'ugs‘ privateering,
8. T% "“ ? JRg covers au |
- J
j S 5}

Wy, Cobden comments

And when this was severely opposed, the ** Anti-Jacobin'—the Mi-
nisterial organ—replied that it was “s messure conformable to every
existing law on the subject, and sanetioned by the constant practice
of every nation in Exrope.” We quote this, merely to show what a

| matter-of-course procecding it wss then thought by Goveromeuts to

exclude neutrals from blockaded ports, though even then the policy
had its opponents.

The change must be aftributed to the fact that while all ‘the

| mations of Europe have been increasing in trade, we, while ineressing

with them, bave not maintained our vaval superiority.  Uhe Fremch

Bavy bas Jong recovered the war, and amply availed itsell of the new

st of steam. To preveat neutrals trading would now be beyond
power, if we wished, Besides that, ss Mr, Cobden says, “rail-
: have virtually pat an end to blocksdes.” Ia short, the spread
gpean commerce has been so great that we cannot cover the
used to do, any more than you can cover an scre with
i.plain English; these conotssions mean that we arc less
onoe wers,  We have gains to count
other nstions, bul in relative superjor-
we.did. Mr. Cobden turns admira.
shows theza that in a' Frewch war
free mestrals memef beat belligerents
that the nation with the larger com.
There is wo security ugxiost war like com-
consistency as well as ability thst Mr. Cobden

The Americans (as Lord Hardwicke, who s
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