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Before reading: Vocabulary Practice 
Directions: Match the following words with their definitions.  
  poet        era         reign               royal          
   journey                 legacy          renowned 

 
1. ________________ a period of time known for particular events or developments 
2. ________________ a person who writes poems 
3. ________________ connected to a king or queen or a member of their family 
4. ________________ the period of time when a king or queen rules a country 
5. ________________ the act of traveling from one place to another 
6. ________________ something that is a result of events in the past 
7. ________________ famous for something 
 
Pre-reading questions 
1. Do you like to read Thai poetry? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Do you know any famous Thai poets? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Match the following words with their definitions.  

Sunthorn Phu 

  June 26th of every year is an important day in Thailand to memorize the best well-

known royal poet in the Rattanakosin era in the reign of King Rama II.  

  Phra Sunthornwohan, known as Sunthorn Phu was born on June 16, 1786 - 1855.  

His career as a royal poet began in the reign of King Rama II. And when the King died, he 

resigned from the role to become a monk for 20 years. Then, in the reign of King Rama III, he 

returned to court as a royal scribe, where he remained for the rest of his life. Sunthron Phu was 

renowned for composing verse, and his epic poetry was popular in Thailand to the present day. 

His works include Nirat Phu Khao Thong, a collection of poems recounting his journey to the 

Golden Mountain; Nirat Suphan, his journey to Suphanburi Province; and the Phra Aphai Mani 

Saga. Sunthron Phu has left behind a legacy of poems that have become very famous over time 

because of how his writings described Thai history. 

Source; http://www.eliteplusmagazine.com/home/content/1309/7#gsc.tab=0 

Questions: 
1. When was Sunthornphu’s birthday?  
   __________________________________________________________________________________  
2.  How long was he in the temple as a monk?  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Where did he stay for the rest of his life? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What are the examples of his works?  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 


